This comment is being submitted on behalf of the Washington County Amateur Radio Emergency Service (WCARES).

WCARES opposes the imposition of the proposed $50.00 application fee for the processing and issuance of Amateur Radio Service licenses as explained herein.

WCARES exists to provide voluntary backup emergency communications to many served agencies in Washington County, Oregon.  Current served agencies include a mix of incorporated cities, special service districts, hospitals, and county agencies.  WCARES is a non-profit entity funded entirely by donations of funds and service from its members and the general public and receives no financial support from the agencies that it serves.

In fulfillment of this responsibility WCARES is the licensee of 18 separate amateur radio stations.  In addition, all volunteer operators are required to hold individual licenses.

Amateur radio has a long-established history of such service, going back over a century in this country and world-wide.  For much of its history, any license fees have been minimal at most, and for long stretches of time there were no license fees at all, in recognition of its contribution to education, training, and service of the licensees.  Fees first imposed in the middle of the 1960s were dropped in recognition of this service, and indeed the remaining fees imposed for issuance of a special "vanity" license were later dropped because they did not cover the cost of processing their collection.

At present the vast majority of processing Amateur Radio Service applications and license issuance is handled on a "paperless" basis with minimal interaction by Commission employees and the proposed application fee amount does not appear to be equitable.  It may very well be a detriment to new applicants whose volunteer service to the public through organizations such as WCARES could very well make a difference in the future safety of our country.

THEREFORE, let the record show that WCARES opposes imposition of the proposed Amateur Radio Service application fee.

Respectfully submitted by direction:

 /s/ Philip M.  Kane (Esq.)  - K2ASP

Member, Washington County, OR
Emergency Communications Team
ARES/RACES AEC for Regulatory Compliance

